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TWO GOOD BOOKS 
désting Pitaté: By Atpous Huxiry, (Chatto & Windus. 
Passénger to Téheran. By V. SACKVILLE-WEST. 
12s: 6d.) 
EXPERIENCE of travel falls into two fairly distinet sorts. 
There is the interest of examining famous or unfamiliar 
things, significant pictures, august fuins, the street-life of 
an Egyptian village, a religious dance in the Marquesas, 
the exotic landscapes of Bornéo or Arizona, Japanese sky- 
strapers, or the public worship of Los Angeles. And, in 
éontrast to this, there is the excitément of your own relation 
to the world you travel over, the excitement of not examin- 
ing things, of being swept through fields that you will never 
see again, of knowing a great city only by its railway station 
—the colossal arches of Leipzig, for instance, or Lyon- 
Perrathe with its conscripts waiting through the small hours 
to return to their villages ; there is the excitement of seeing 
a town or a bay flash by, where once you have loitered 
through a summer month, of darting across the lagoon into 
Venice and out again on your way further East, of rolling 
through the Bay of Arcadia and past the Cretan mountains 
without setting your foot upon their legendary shorés: There 
is the éxcitemenrt of being kennelled for three days with a 
stranger in cabin’ or wagon-lit, of the thousand unknown 
lives which break in for an instant upon your own, of the 
_facés shapshotted upon your memory of stewardesses, drago- 
men, carpet-merchants. There are the sudden panics, when 
you feel helplessly alone in the ant-hill of an Eastern city, 
the sudden pangs of nostalgia when you would exchange 
Palmyra and Persepolis for your own armchair and a 
window on a Bloomsbury Square. There is the poignancy 
ef continual adieux. 

These two sorts of traveller’s experience are expressed 
to admiration by Mr. Aldous Huxley and Miss Sackville- 
West respectively. Their books are individual but not 
égotistic, humorous without being facetious, professional 
without being slick. They are particularly well presented 
by their publishers, and the photographs in ‘‘ Passenger to 
Teheran ’’ are remarkable. Mr. Huxley is one of the most 
intelligent writers alive: he brings to his journey round the 
world erudition, wit, curiosity, and a passionate misanthropy. 
Salmasius and Monsieur de Charlus, Marie Laurencin and 
William of Tyre, jostle one another in his memory, He is 
fascinated by what he sees, but loses the few illusions that 
were left to him. Music and architecture alone are, at their 
best, sufficiently unhuman to give him delight. Everywhere 
he sees folly, squalor, incompetence. ‘‘ To travel is to dis- 
cover that everybody is wrong. The philosophies, the civi- 
lizations, which seem at a distance so superior to those 
current at home, all prove on closer inspection to be in their 
own way just as hopelessly imperfect. That knowledge, which 
only travel can give, is worth, it seems to me, all the trouble, 
all the discomfort and expense of a circumnavigation.”’ India 
is divided between barbarous greyish-pink snobs and incom- 
petent coffee-coloured snobs, the Taj Mahal has only a 
** poor, dry, negative elegance "’ ; in the United States ‘‘ the 
progressive falsification of values steadily continues "’ ; and 
in the Straits Settlements the splendour of the jungle is 
being replaced by the ugly plantations that supply the ever- 
increasing appetite for raw material of the shops round 
Leicester Square. 

Miss Sackville-West, on the other hand, is a romantic 
poet. Her aim is to infect us with the sequence of emotions 
she felt from the day she left Kent with ‘‘ Persia” printed 
on the orange labels of her luggage to the day when she 
found herself, half-incredulous, once more at home. She 
travelled by way of Luxor, Delhi, Baghdad, and Teheran to 
Isfahan ; and returning by way of Moscow she came in for 
a revolution in Poland and a proposal of marriage at the 
Duteh frontier. And at quick intervals along the zig-zags 
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of her journey there would be a place to which she lost her 
héart. ‘‘ These brief but frequent fallings- in-love gave cause 
for serious anxiety ; such vibrations of response ought, I felt, 
to be reserved for one’s contact with human beings, nor 
should nature have a greater power than human nature to 
excite and to stir the soul. That disposition might make a 
good trayeller, but surely it made also a bad, an inadequate 
friend? Reviewers are supposed to be the worst, authori- 
ties upon friendship, but, after reading Miss Sackville- 
West’s book I can bear witness that she is an ideal traveller, 
one who loves travel not for the intellectual profit she may 
make from it, but for its own sweet sake. ‘‘ Passenger to 
Teheran "’ is the perfect expression of what I have described 
as the second sort of traveller’s experience. There are admir- 
able descriptions in it, of a visit to Gertrude Bell, of life 
on the road in the Persian deserts, of mirages and bazaars, 
of a journey across Russia, but the point of the book is that, 
like a diary, it portrays its author, and that it communicates 
the author’s emotions in such a way as to make them ours. 
The excitement of travel so presented should drive the stay- 
at-home to pack his bags upon the spot, and procure a pass- 
port for Central Asia, while to those who already know the 
frost-bound passes that guard the Persian plateau, the fawn 
mountains sifted over with ‘snow, the dilapidated gardens 
of departed Shahs, and the mud huts where one sleeps on 
those interminable roads, the book is peculiarly poignant. 


RAYMOND MORTIMER. 


GIFT BOOKS 


As soon as I brought home ‘‘ Winnie-the-Pooh,” by A. A. 
Milne, with decorations by Ernest H. Shepard (Methuen, 
7s. 6d.), the children seized it, and, ever since, they have 
been reading it, learning it by heart, quarrelling over it, 
and loving it. So far as I can judge, from the hurried 
glimpses they have allowed me, it is a real children’s book, 
in the direct line of succession, to ‘* Alice in Wonderland, ag 
‘*Uncle Remus,’’ and ‘The Wind in the Willows,” and 
worthy to rank with those immortal works. It is the gift 
book of the year. ; 

‘Very well,” said I. ‘‘ If you are going to collar the 
books, you must help me review them.” 

* All right, ’’ said Margaret, ‘‘ you can say that ‘ Winnie- 
the-Pooh ’ is simply perfect.” 

‘* What about these other books? ”’ 

‘“* When We Were Rather Older,’ by F. Downey, with 
decorations by J. Machamer (Fisher Unwin, 5s.), is just a 
crib from Mr. Milne, of course,"’ said Vivien, the irrepres- 
sible. 

‘‘ But it’s rather good,”’ said Margaret, who is rather 
older. ‘‘ And you can say that ‘ Number Four, Joy Street ' 
(Blackwell, 6s.) isn’t equal to Number One, Number Two, or 
Number Three.”’ 

‘*Isn’t that rather unkind? ’ I asked. 

‘* Well, you can say that it’s better than most books all 
the same. ‘Nuts and May,’ by Eleanor Farjeon (Collins, 
12s. 6d.), is a jolly children’s book too.” 

‘*T like ‘ Poems of Impudence,’ by E. V.., Rnox (‘ Evoe,’ 
of PuncH, you know), illustrated by Arthur Watts (Benn, 
6s.),”’ said I. 

‘** All right, you can have it,”’ replied Vivien, calmly. 

‘‘ Thank you very much,” said I, ‘‘ and I should also 
like these three books,’’ and I picked out ‘Lost London,” 
by Beresford Chancellor, with sixty delightful f age illus- 
trations by J. Crowther, twenty- -four of them in our (Con- 
stable, 63s.); ‘* Paris,” by. Sidney Dark, with drawings by 
Henry Rushbury (Macmillan, 25s.)—it is hardly necessary 
to mention that Mr. Dark, with his easy flow of gossip about 
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literary and historical characters, is a most agreeable com- 
panion for a stroll through Paris; and ‘‘ Zadig and other 
Romances by Voltaire,’’ illustrated by Henry Keen (Lane, 
16s.)—the romances are well worth reading, and Mr. Keen’s 
illustrations are arresting and would enliven a much duller 
text. 

‘* This is a lovely book in a cardboard box,” cried Vivien, 
holding up ‘* Fairy Flowers,’’ by Isidore Newman, illustrated 
by Willy Pogany (Milford, 10s. 6d.). ‘* And the stories are 
quite nice.’’ 

‘*And the pictures are very pretty,’’ added Margaret. 

‘** The same artist has illustrated this beautiful edition of 
‘The Ancient Mariner’ (Harrap, 12s. 6d.),”’ said I. 

** Here’s ‘ The Golden Book of Modern English Poetry ’ 
(Dent, 7s. 6d.), beautifully bound in leather,”’ I added. 
‘* It contains poems from 1870 to 1920. I think Uncle would 
like that to supplement his ‘ Oxford’ books.” 

‘* This is my idea of poetry,’’ said Margaret, picking up 
‘** Pillicock Hill,’’ by Herbert Asquith, with illustrations by 
A. H. Watson (Heinemann, 6s.). ‘‘ They're rather like Mr. 
Milne again, and they’re funny. Listen to this:— 

“* Aunt Jane’s in such a hurry, 
She makes us all perplexed, 
And when I’m in one moment, 
She’s always in the next.’”’ 

‘Oh yes, that’s awfully good,” broke in Vivien, and 
she continued the story of Aunt Jane from memory. She 
had learnt it already—a fine compliment to Mr. Asquith. 

‘* These are three dear little books in a cardboard box,”’ 
said Margaret, drawing my attention to ‘‘ The Flamp, ‘‘ The 
Ameliorator,”’ and ‘“*‘ The Schoolboy’s Apprentice,’’ by E. V. 
Lucas (Chatto & Windus, 1s. 6d. each), ‘‘ but the stories are 
rather old-fashioned.” 

‘“*T think they’re lovely,’’ said Vivien, who is rather 
younger. 

‘This is a jolly good book, ‘The Glass Mender,’ by 
Maurice Baring (Heinemann, 7s. 6d.),’’ said Margaret. 
‘* Proper fairy-stories that end just as you know they are 
going. to. But ‘ Bats in the Belfry,’ the collected nonsense 
poems of L. de Giberne Sieveking, illustrated by John Nash 
(Routledge, 10s. 6d.), is rather feeble.’’ 

‘*G. K. Chesterton and Max Beerbohm, who write intro- 
ductions to it, don’t agree with you,”’ said I. _ ‘* It’s nonsense 
for grown-ups ; perhaps you'll like it better later on. Just 
as you will certainly enjoy these books one of these days,”’ I 
added, picking up Sterne’s ‘‘ Sentimental Journey,’’ in the 
charming new edition, decorated by Norah McGuinness, 
which Messrs. Macmillan have just brought out at 10s. 6d., 
and ‘‘ Tristram Shandy,’’ in the handsome limited edition, 
illustrated by Rowland Wheelwright, which Messrs. Harrap 
offer for 25s. 

‘* This is a really funny book, ‘ Strained Relations,’ by 
Harry Graham (Methuen, 6s.). The poems and the pictures 
are both funny,”’ said Vivien. 

** And there are some nice bits in ‘ Further Nonsense,’ 
by Lewis Carroll, illustrated by H. M. Bateman (Fisher 
Unwin, 7s. 6d.),’’ added Margaret. 

‘* Thank you, you can run away now,” said I, for I was 
getting confused by this summary reviewing. 

‘** All right,’’ said Vivien, ‘‘ but you must say a good 
word for ‘ The Twelve Presents,’ an old song of Christmas, 
decorated by Herry (Blackwell, 7s. 6d.).” 

“Right ho! I will,” said I. 

‘* And may I take ‘ Nicholas: A Manhattan Christmas 
Story,’ by Anne Carroll Moore (Putnam, 7s. 6d.), away 
with me? *’ she asked. “ It’s all about a little boy who goes 
flying round New York with St. Nicholas.”’ 

** Very well,” said I. 

Alone at last, I turned to the remaining gift books, of 
which the most attractive are ‘‘ The Perambulator in Edin- 
burgh,’’ by James Bone, illustrated by E. S. Lumsden (Cape, 
12s. 6d.), which should compete with ‘‘ Lost London” and 
Dark's “ Paris"’ for first place among topographical gift 
books ; ‘‘ The Bridge,” illustrated in colour and black-and- 
white by Frank Brangwyn, and written by Christian Barman 
(Lane, 31s. 6d.), which is also published in a special edition, 
limited to 125 copies at £5 5s. ; and ‘‘ Gardens of Rome,"’ by 
Gabriel Faure, with water-colours by Pierre Vignal (Medici 
Society, 36s.). A word must be said, however, for ‘‘ Sea and 
Sussex '"’ (Macmillan, 15s.), in which a selection of Mr. Kip- 
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ling’s verses are pleasantly illustrated by Donald Maxwell. 
There are two notable books, also, for lovers of caricature, 
‘* Twenty-five Caricatures,’’ by ‘‘ Sava” (Elkin Mathews, 
25s.), and ‘‘ A Rude Book,” by ‘“ Tell *’ (Cecil Palmer, 21s.). 
Both these artists have the magic power of depicting men’s 
characters in a few lines, and both have chosen largely the 
same group of distinguished victims. ‘‘ Tell’’ adds verses 
to his insults, but ‘‘ Sava’’ boasts an introduction by Sir 
Edmund Gosse. 

Three books that may be grouped together (probably to 
the annoyance of all their authors) are ‘‘ The London Scene,” 
described by Lewis Melville and depicted by Aubrey Ham- 
mond (Faber & Gwyer, 12s. 6d.), which describes in lively 
style such diverse scenes as a newspaper-office, a cabaret 
show, and a coffee stall ; ‘‘ Sugar and Spice,”” by Lady Kitty 
Vincent, illustrated by ‘‘ Fish'’ (Lane, 6s.), in which the 
spice is more lavishly distributed than the sugar; and 
‘* Smoke Rings,’’ by William Caine (Stanley Paul, 3s. 6d.), 
which is as ‘“‘racy*’ as Lady Kitty’s book, but not so 
** spicy.’’ Then there are three books which the children will 
enjoy when they get hold of them: ‘‘ Travels in Fairyland,” 
by Daphne Miller (Sidgwick & Jackson, 5s.); ‘* Hidden 
Gold,” by A. R. Barker (Lane, 6s.) ; and ‘‘ Skazki—Tales and 
Legends of Old Russia,”’ told by Ida Zeitlin (Benn, 25s.). 

I had just concluded this hurried survey of gift books, 
when Vivien burst into the room again. 

‘*Daddy,’’ she cried, ‘‘don’t forget to mention ‘A 
Treasury of Verse for School and Home’ (Harrap, 7s. 6d.), 
which has all the old favourites in it and such pretty pic- 
tures ; and I’ve just been reading ‘ Made-to-order Stories,’ 
by Dorothy Canfield (Cape, 7s. 6d.), in which a little boy 
says, ‘I'll have a tale about a sack of potatoes, and a 
busted bicycle, and a fox caught in a trap, and a pony-cart 
and a house on fire—and a little boy’ ; it’s awfully jolly: 
and Daddy, don’t forget to say that ‘ Winnie-the-Pooh ’ is 
simply splendid. 

Pr. &. 


OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES 


OLD books in new print and new bindings make very good 
presents, and every year about Christmas time the publishers 
provide a large selection. Their very names are a pleasant 
sight to the lover of books. But some distinction must be 
made between their different varieties, for though the wine 
be old and the bottle new, it is important that the bottle 
should still suit the wine—if anyone try to rebottle cham- 
pagne, he should at least not put it into a new Chianti 
flask. 

The largest class of reprints is composed of the more 
popular Classics handsomely bound and nearly always 
illustrated. A good example is ‘‘ The Tempest,’ a crown 4to, 
well bound, and containing a large number of coloured illus- 
trations by Mr. Arthur Rackham (Heinemann, 21s.). Next 
comes a handsome super royal 8vo, bound in white, and 
what could be better than Byron’s ‘‘ Don Juan ”’ in a single 
volume (Bodley Head, 21s.). It is well printed and appro- 
priately illustrated by Mr. John Austen. Then there are, 
for those who like a less ancient vintage, Mr. Hardy’s ‘‘ Tess 
of the D’Urbervilles,’’ solidly bound in dark blue and illus- 
trated- with woodcuts by Vivien Gribble (Macmilian, 25s.), 
and, similarly bound but in red, and with coloured illustra- 
tions by Thomas Mackenzie, ‘‘ The Crock of Gold,’’ by James 
Stephens (Macmillan, 21s.). An old friend of our youth, 
‘* The Light of Asia,’’ by Sir Edwin Arnold (Bodley Head, 
21s.), appears in a substantial quarto volume, with coloured 
illustrations by Hamzeh Carr and an introduction by Sir E. 
Denison Ross. A rather different book is ‘‘ Nimrod’s Hunting 
Reminiscences *’ (Bodley Head, 16s.), but very attractive with 
its coloured illustrations after Bewick and other famous 
illustrators and artists. 

There is another class of reprint which depends not 
upon the ‘‘ handsomeness "’ of its format so much as upon 
either the quality of the wine or something recherché in the 
bottle. Messrs. Benn, for instance, publish a reproduction 
in colour from a copy in the British Museum of the first 
edition of Blake’s ‘‘ Songs of Innocence,”’ a beautiful book 
nicely bound (12s. 6d.). Mr. Noel Douglas’s wonderful 
replicas, in their white vellum bindings, now include the 
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OF RECENT 
BOOKS 


A YEAR AMONGST THE PERSIANS 


By EDWARD GRANVILLE BROWNE. With a Memoir by sir E. DENISON ROSS. 


With a frontispicce and a map, 25s. net 


**A CLASSIC OF TRAVEL...The reissue by the Cambridge University Press of one of the most valuable and fascinating 
books of Eastern travel that have ever been written in our tongue is a literary event deserving more than mere 


Boys and Girls of History 


By EILEEN & RHODA POWER | 


“Tt has a charm of its own, due not 
only to the skill and imagination with 
which the historical scenes are recon- 
structed, but to the idea of the book.” 

The Nation and The Athenaeum. 


With 35 illustrations 
7s. 6d. net 


The Social Revolution 
in Austria 
By C. A. MACARTNEY 


An impartial survey of what Austrian 
Socialism is, what it has attempted 
and accomplished. 


8s. 6d. net 


Two Glastonbury Legends 
King Arthur and St Joseph 
of Arimathea 
By J. ARMITAGE ROBINSON 


“A charming piece of literature and 
sound history.” The Outlook. 


With ro illustrations. 2s. 6d. net 


Our Early Ancestors 


By M. C. BURKITT 


An introductory study of the cultures 
of the Mesolithic, Neolithic and 
Copper Ages in Europe and ad 


jacent regions. 


With 31 plates. 7s. 6d. net 
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The Times. 


record.” 


After Many Years 


A tale of experiences and im- 
pressions gathered in the course 
of an obscure life 
By W. E. HEITLAND 


These reminiscences deal for the most 
part with Cambridge during the last 


60 years. 
y 7s. 6d. net 


The Home of the Monk 


By D. H. S. CRANAGE 


“An interesting little book for the 
general reader on the subject of 
monastic life, and more particularly 
on monastic buildings.” . . 
The Times Literary Supplement. 
With 20 plates. 6s. net 


The New Shakespeare : 
As You Like It 
Edited by 
SIR A. QUILLER“COUCH 
and J. DOVER WILSON 


Cloth, 6s. net; leather, ros. 6d. net 
With a frontispiece 


Alcamenes 
and the establishment of 
the Classical Type in 
Greek Art 
By SIR CHARLES WALSTON 


With 208 illustrations. 30s. net 
Rea:'y immediately 


x 


LONDON : FETTER LANE, E.C.4 


Small Talk at Wreyland 


By CECIL TORR 


“Small Talk at Wreyland is full of the 
spirit of England... There emerges a 
truer picture of the English country- 
side than could be found in the 
reading of many histories.” 
Edinburgh Review. 
Abridged pocket edition. 
With 9 plates. 7s. 6d. net 


Clouds and Weather 
Phenomena 
By C. J. P. CAVE 


A book for artists and other lovers 
of nature, with 46 photographs of 
clouds. 


Third impression. ss. net 


An Economic History of 


Modern Britain 
The Early Railway Age, 
1820-1850 


By J. H. CLAPHAM 


With 7 plates and diagrams 
2$5. net 


Religion in the Making 


By A. N. WHITEHEAD 


A sequel to the author’s Science and 
the Modern World. The train of 
thought which he first applied to 


science he now applies to religion. 


6s. net 
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1621 edition of Donne’s ‘‘ The First and Second Anniver- 
saries’’ (6s.), the original edition of ‘‘ Lyrical Ballads” 
(9s.), Milton’s Minor Poems (6s.), and William Collins’s 
** Odes *’ (4s.). Then The Golden Cockerel Press gives us a 
curio in a reprint of ‘‘ The History of Pompey the Little or 
the Adventures of a Lap-Dog”’ (18s. 6d.), a typically 
eighteenth-century satirical piece by Francis Coventry, 
which was first published in 1751. It is worth republishing, 
and is beautifully produced in this reprint. Very different 
is ‘‘ The Revelation of St. John the Divine,’’ with plates by 
Diirer, which Messrs. Philip Allan publish (8s. 6d.), with 
bordered pages, different in the sense that we should choose 
it as a present for a very different person than those to 
whom Little Pompey will appeal. The same kind of person 
might welcome a reprint of a facsimile of the first edition 
of ‘‘ Pilgrim’s Progress*’ (Constable, 10s. 6d.). Another 
good present for another kind of presentee may be found in 
a limited edition of Voltaire’s ‘‘ Letters concerning the Eng- 
lish Nation,’ with an introduction by Charles Whibley (Peter 
Davies, 15s.), in which the print and the marbled paper of 
the binding are admirable. 

Mention may also be made of the cheaper reprints which 
make welcome presents or very superior Christmas cards. 
Messrs. Dent, for instance, publish at 5s. each ‘‘ Cranford *’ 
and ‘‘ The Vicar of Wakefield,’’ in The English Idylls Series, 
in much decorated binding and with coloured illustrations. 
‘‘The Roadmender,’’ by Michael Fairless (Duckworth, 
3s. 6d.), appears in a new pocket edition. There is Messrs. 
Cape’s Travellers’ Library (3s. 6d. each), in which recent 
issues are Percy Lubbock’s ‘‘ Roman Pictures’ and James 
Joyce’s ‘‘ Dubliners.’”’ Lastly, there is the extremely well- 
produced Adelphi Library of Messrs. Secker (3s. 6d. each), 
in which there have appeared ‘‘ The Hampdenshire Wonder,’ 
by J. D. Beresford, ‘‘ Hieroglyphics,’’ by Arthur Machen, 
‘* The Aspern Papers,’’ by Henry James. 


BOOKS FOR BOYS 


THERE was much that was childish about the nineteenth 
century, but, like everything else, it had the qualities of its 
defects, not least of which was that it was able to produce 
a mass of child literature inconceivable in the more sgphis- 
ticated centuries that preceded it. Most English poetry— 
and a good deal of French poetry, too—between the begin- 
nings of Romanticism and the eighteen-nineties is, unlike 
the contents of the Ibsen book that the hero of ‘‘ Juno and 
the Paycock*’ found his daughter reading, ‘‘ only fit for 
chisellers.’’ But that part of it which was definitely written 
for ‘‘ chisellers *’ is in its way admirable. And amongst what 
was most admirable in it, Macaulay's ‘“‘ Lays of Ancient 
Rome” takes a very high place. A new edition has just 
been brought out by the Oxford University Press (10s. 6d.) 
in a black-and-gold binding splendid enough to please any 
but the most exceptionally fastidious boy, and with coloured 
illustrations to match by Mr. E. A. Cox. 

Lovelier, though more terrible, than the Latin verse 
stories are the Greek prose tales in ‘‘ Hawthorne’s Wonder 
Book "’ (Dent, 2s. 6d.), which include the stories of Perseus, 
Midas, The Golden Apples, and The Chimera. The Tangle- 
wood introductions and epilogues now seem self-conscious, 
but probably will not seem so to very young boys, and 
though some of the illustrations by Mr. H. Granville Fell 
are lacking in invention, ‘that of Bellerophon killing the 
Chimera will be sure to thrill. Mr. Donald A. Mackenzie 
introduces his ‘‘ Tales from Northern Sagas ”’ (Blackie, 5s.) 
with a lusty ‘“‘ Viking’s Song’ in the Macaulay style, and 
his story of the battle of Clontarf includes Gray’s excellent 
verses about the twelve norns who appeared at Caithness 
that Good Friday evening in 1014. The stories are mostly 
written from the point of view of the marauding vikings. 
In Miss Amy Cruse’s ‘“ Book of Epic Heroes’’ (Harrap, 
7s. 6d.) the point of view is simply heroic, the authoress 
adapting herself to the point of view of the country of 
each hero—Odysseus, the Cid, Rustem, Cuchulain, Robin 
Hood, Dermot of the Beautiful Hands, or William Tell. She 
also prefaces each story with a useful and discreetly written 
short introduction, preparing the reader for the racial atmo- 
sphere in which the hero performs his great deeds. 
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Leaving legend for historical fiction means leaving a 
world where the essentials of romantic beauty are guaran- 
teed for one in which they are not always, or even fre- 
quently, found. Colonel T. Walter Harding, the author of 
‘* The Abbot of Kirkstall *’ (Heffer, 6s.), though not a Walter 
Scott, has charm, and his story of fourteenth-century 
chivalry does not lack distinction in the writing or excite- 
ment in the incidents. ‘‘ The Adventures of a Trafalgar 
Lad,”” by John Lesterman (Cape, 7s. 6d.), opens with a 
glimpse of Nelson himself, and proceeds to tell of sinking 
ships, piracy, villains, captures, rescues, and peace at last 
in Hampshire. The printing and illustrations (the latter by 
Mr. R. Hilder) are distinctly above the average. An encounter 
between a present-day boy and a whale figures amongst the 
excitements in ‘‘ True Blue,’’ by Captain A. Wood (Nelson, 
3s.). There is more piracy in ‘‘ Pedro of the Black Death,”’ by 
C. M. Bennett (Nisbet, 5s.). The story, told in the first 
person, has a hint of priggishness at the opening, but it 
almost disappears as the action grows more intense, and 
Mr. Stanley Rogers’s drawing of a falling foremast is finely 
romantic. 

Some travel stories published by Blackie include ‘‘ Gold, 
Gold in Cariboo,’’ by C. Phillips-Wolley (2s. 6d.), and 
‘Through the Heart of Thibet,’’ by Alexander Macdonald 
(5s.), the latter with devil-dancers and other sinister excite- 
ments, as well as the usual guns and drums. ‘“ The Riddle of 
the Air,’’ by Percy Westerman (Blackie, 6s.), treating of a 
duel for possession of armament secrets between England 
and another Power, is up to the author’s best level, and the 
illustrations by Mr. Hilder confirm the good impression of 
the ‘‘ Trafalgar Lad ‘’pictures. More dangers to England, 
plotted this time in dubious restaurants in Soho, form the 
theme of ‘‘ The Black Triangle,’’ by Escott Lynn (Chambers, 
5s.), and others again, but in Egypt, are countered to 
admiration in ‘‘ The Black Pyramid,’’ by Gurney Slade 
(Ward, Lock, 5s.). In ‘‘ The Star of the Incas,’’ by Peter 
Blundell (Oxford University Press, 5s.), the chiefs of 
Peru behave with dignity even when they lose cities, 
and in ‘“ The Radium Casket,’ by Lawrence R. Bourne 
(Oxford University Press, 2s. 6d.), canny Scots, brave 
English lads, and good and bad and most celestial Chinese 
are involved in the loss of a casket from which a death- 
dealing ray emanates. Celestial too, but belonging more 
definitely to the world of imagination, are the characters 
in the humorous and pretty tales of ‘‘ Shen of the Sea”’ 
(Dent, 5s.), a book which has been awarded a prize by the 
American Library Association ‘‘ for the most distinguished 
contribution to children’s literature during the year’’; it 
has numerous quaint silhouette illustrations of Chinese 
figures, by Miss Else Hasselriis. ‘‘ Sir Knight of the Splen- 
did Way,”’ by W. E. Cule (Religious Tract Society, 6s.), is 
religious, and not very realistic in its characters and inci- 
dents, but it reads more easily than many books of the 
kind. At the other end of the scale is ‘‘ Tom McGraith of 
Ranelegh,’’ by Rowland Walker (Black, 2s. 6d.), a story of 
a Canadian boy's difficulties with the headmaster of his 
English school, of how he justified his favourite master’s 
faith in him by rescuing a smaller boy who had been kid- 
napped, and wound up with a triumph as a footballer. 
Amongst cheap reprints of some of the best child books 
produced in the nineteenth century, Dickens’s ‘‘ Holly Tree 
and Other Christmas Stories ’’ (Partridge, 6s.) stands out for 
its pleasant print and illustrations, the latter by Mr. E. H. 
Shepard and in the best Dickensian tradition. The illustra- 
tions to Kingsley’s ‘‘ Water Babies "’ (Dent, 5s.), by Margaret 
W. Tarrant, are rather tame, but the print and binding are 
good, and Kingsley’s story reads as well as it ever did—as 
does also, of course, ‘‘ Treasure Island’ (Nash & Grayson, 
3s. 6d.), here supplied with vigorous illustrations by Stephen 
Reid. 

Two motor-car books worthy of attention are ‘‘ The 
Boy’s Book of the Motor-car,’’ by J. Harrison (Oxford, 
7s. 6d.), and ‘‘ The Wonder Book of Motors,’ edited by 
Harry Golding (Ward, Lock, 6s.), the former with photo- 
graphs of mechanisms, pistons, and the rest, more technical 
and excellent for older boys, the latter more general in its 
appeal, and including photographs of interesting places in 
England that motors can bring one to see. The Annuals 
this year are admirable, ‘‘ Herbert Strang’s Annual for 
Boys”’ (Oxford, 5s.), including an interesting and well- 
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illustrated article on ‘‘ Aerobatics,’ by Major C. C. Turner, 
another on ‘‘ Famous English Cricket Captains,” by 
Laurence Woodhouse, and numerous other articles and 
stories. ‘‘The Boy’s Own Annual’’ (Religious Tract 
Society, 12s. 6d.) still keeps up its popular reputation. 


It contains as many beautiful illustrations as __ ever, 
and has over seven hundred pages of _ excellent 
and instructive reading by well-known writers. 
‘** Blackie’s Boy’s Annual’ (Blackie, 5s.) is one of 


the best numbers that there has been. The articles include 
one on motor-engine points, another on Indian snakes, a 
third on the Tank Corps in France and Flanders. There 
are some splendid stories and the illustrations are exception- 
ally good. Some jolly illustrations are also to be found in 
‘‘The Oxford Annual for Scouts’’ (Oxford, 3s. 6d.). There 
is a good true story of adventure as well as several fictitious 
ones, and of special interest to many boys will be the well- 
written account of the organization of the Scouts in Naples, 
by Mr. Harold Markham. 


BOOKS FOR GIRLS 


Ir an older generation is inclined, on the evidence of 
the girls’ books of 1926, to envy the modern child her many 
interests and opportunities, it may take comfort from the 
cowardly thought that it has at any rate escaped the perils 
of fire and pursuit by bulls, which appear to be common- 
places in the lives of these heroines. Apart from these two 
cardinal dangers, which in every case a little ordinary care 
would have averted, the stories deal with the everyday hap- 
penings that turn out to be far more interesting. It is, of 
course, obvious that to find a new plot must be a terrible 
thing: but fires and bulls have had a long innings, and we 
think that they should be dropped, chiefly because, if they 
ever had a thrill, in the course of time they have lost it. 
We know from experience that the flames will be extinguished 
without loss of life and that the wall will be scaled in the 
nick of time. But there are many excellent stories which 
avoid fire and bull episodes, and many of those in which 
they do occur are nevertheless excellent, too. 

The school stories are extremely bright and readable, 
and a pleasant surprise is the frequency with which the 
name of Shakespeare appears in their pages ; his plays ar~ 
acted and quoted with enjoyment, and in more than one nook 
there is an episode round a ‘‘ Shakespeare garden.’’ Angela 
Brazil's wonderful popularity will suffer no eclipse by the 
publication of ‘‘ Joan’s Best Chum’ (Blackie, 6s.). ‘* The 
Exploits of Evangeline ’’ (Nisbet, 3s. 6d.) is amusing and 
original, and ‘‘ A Credit to Her House ’’ (Ward, Lock, 5s.) 
thoroughly entertaining: both are by Christine Chaundler. 
‘* The New School and Hilary,’’ by Winifred Darch (Oxford 
University Press, 3s. 6d.), is well written ; it deals with the 
difficulties in ‘‘ making good ’’ of a new secondary school, 
and is a pleasant change from the public school story. ‘*‘ The 
Girls of Tredennings,’’ by Olivia Fowell (Oxford University 
Press, 5s.), is a very readable book, in which an amusing 
American girl figures. Others to be recommended are ‘‘ The 
First Fifth Form,’’ by Evelyn Smith (Blackie, 5s.), and ‘* The 
New Girl and Nancy,’’ by Dorita Fairlie Bruce (Oxford 
University Press, 5s.). 

Girl Guide stories are sure of a large public. ‘‘ The 
Pluck of the Coward,’’ by Mrs. A. C. Osborn Hann (Black, 
2s. 6d.), tells of a Company of Guides from the East End. 
It is very vivid, and is obviously written with first-hand 
knowledge: some of the character sketches are excellent. 
But it ends abruptly with a curiously unnecessary bull 
episode. ‘‘ The Honour of a Guide,’’ by E. M. Channon 
(Nisbet, 3s. 6d.), is a sympathetically told story of a girl 
who goes to live with a forbidding aunt and has hard times, 
which straighten out satisfactorily. ‘‘ June, the Girl Guide,”’ 
by Brenda Girvin (Oxford University Press, 2s. 6d.), tells of 
the distressing adventures of a stolen snuffbox, but all ends 
happily. ‘‘ Geraldine, A Ranger,’’ by Helen B. Davidson 
(Nelson, 3s. 6d.), we can well recommend, for it is an excel- 
lent story and contains many illustrations. 

As usual, Bessie Marchant provides generously for the 
more adventurous, and ranges in distant lands. The heroine 
of ‘‘ Di the Dauntless *’ (Blackie, 5s.) crowns many brave 
deeds by escaping from the hands of the Riffs and being 
drawn into the arms of Roger Benson ‘‘ with only the stars 
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to see,’’ and Joyce in ‘‘ Joyce Harrington's Trust” (Blackie, 
3s. 6d.) lives equally dangerously in the Argentine, and is 
rewarded with the love of John Wrayford. Both books are 
stirring, and contain well-drawn characters and vivid 
descriptions of interesting countries. There are other books 
whose scenes are laid abroad: ‘‘ Kenya Kiddies,” by May 
Baldwin (Chambers, 3s. 6d.), who makes an original story 
out of the conditions and surroundings in which children 
live in East Africa ; ‘‘ The Troubles of Tazy,” by Elsie J. 
Oxenham (Chambers, 5s.), which describes the fortunes in 
Switzerland of Ven, Phil, and Fran, whom we met last year 
in ‘‘ Ven at Gregory’s,”” and has an unobtrusive ‘“ love 
interest ’’; and ‘‘ Yvette in Switzerland and Titania's 
Palace,”’ by Sir Nevile Wilkinson (Oxford University Press, 
10s. 6d.), a beautifully illustrated story about a very attrac- 
tive painter and the three girls he takes with him on his 
travels. ‘‘ The Wild Bird,” by Margaret Stuart Lane (Oxford 
University Press, 5s.), a spirited if rather conventional story 
of Royalists and Roundheads, is a good companion for a 
wet afternoon. ‘‘ Princess Natalie’s Adventure,’’ by Ierne 
L. Plunket (Oxford University Press, 2s. 6d.), tells at some 
length of the doings of a wayward Balkan princess in 
England: the idea is good, but the story drags. 

An unassuming but charmingly written book is ‘‘ Adele 
in Search of a Home,”’ by Dora Olive Thompson (Religious 
Tract Society, 3s. 6d.), the story of five orphan children who 
are taken to an institution and then adopted ; its dose of 
‘*moral uplift ’’ is very palatably administered. ‘‘ Summer 
at Hallowdene Farm,’’ by Doris Pocock (Nisbet, 3s. 6d.), 
contains a ghost and other mysteries for which very simple 
explanations are forthcoming, but the style in which it is 
written might be simpler. An ‘‘ encrimsoned countenance ” 
is a heavy burden of description for a flushed face to bear. 
The cover of ‘‘ Mrs. Strang’s Annual for Girls’? (Oxford 
University Press, 5s.) is exceptionally pretty, and the con- 
tents are varied and interesting. Joan Fry writes about 
tennis and Lady Dorothy Mills about the Touaregs of the 
Sahara, and there are stories to suit every mood. An 
excellent five shillingsworth. 

An ideal Gift Book and always a special favourite is 
the ‘‘Girl’s Own Annual,”’ edited by Flora Klickmann 
(Religious Tract Society, 12s. 6d.). This is beautifully 
illustrated and full of stories and articles on all kinds 
of subjects in which girls are interested. And _ to 
those who seek their gifts among the ‘‘ Classics’’ we 
recommend a charming edition of ‘‘ A Christmas Carol” in 
green leather binding, illustrated by C. E. Brock (Dent, 
4s. 6d.) ; ‘‘ Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare,’’ with coloured 
illustrations by Charles Folkard (Dent, 2s. 6d.) ; and Scott's 
‘* Anne of Geierstein *’ (Blackie, 2s.). 

It would be sad to think that there were not still little 
girls to give rapturous thanks for ‘‘ Fairy Gold: A Book of 
Old English Fairy Tales, chosen by Ernest Rhys” (Dent, 
5s.), for here, collected between two covers, are all the old 
favourites—Cinderella, Dick Whittington, Little Red Riding 
Hood-—-and others whom we have not met before, the Green 
Knight, Mr. and Mrs. Vinegar, Bacon Pie, the Black Bull 
of Norroway (but who could quarrel with a bull who turns 
into a handsome prince?) and many more. And it is attrac- 
tively illustrated by Herbert Cole. A school story, an adven- 
ture or travel story, and ‘‘ Fairy Gold '’"—we can imagine no 
better three-course Christmas feast for anybody. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


OnE cannot get far in a collection of books for small children 
without being brought up against the problem of fairies. 
What is the origin of these golden-haired pretties who have 
nothing better to do than to charm away the tedium of poor 
Nellie who couldn’t go to the circus, or little Mabel who 
had no brothers and sisters? Are they really sib to the 
clammy green fairies of Ireland, which are the only ones 
which still have human allegiance, or to the creatures who 
nearly wrought the ruin of brave Janet of Carterhaugh, or 
to loutish Lob-lie-by-the-fire, or to Robin Goodfellow, whose 
attentions were ever a doubtful distinction? Or are they 
a creation of modern mass production? And do children 
really like them? They seem perfunctory and machine- 
made, and they materialize only for little girls, too feeble to 
take on a boy. Yet, after all, the tale about them—for 
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MACMILLAN’S LIST 


LEAVES FROM A VICEROY’S NOTE- 
BOOK And other Papers 


By the MARQUESS CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 
K.G., Viceroy and Governor-General of India, 1899-1904 
and 1904-1905. With 32 illustrations. 28s. net. 


WILLIAM BLAKE 


By OSBERT BURDETT. 








5s. net. 
{English Men of Letters. 
Mr. Herbert Read, in the Nation and Athenaeum, says: ‘‘ With the possible 


exception of Mr. Nicolson’s ‘‘ Swinburne,” the best volume that has yet appeared 
im the new series of ‘ English Men of Letters.” 





AUTOBIOGRAPHIES: Reveries over 
Childhood and Youth and The Trem- 
bling of the Veil 

By W. B. YEATS. With 4 Illustrations in photo- 


gravure and 1 in colour. 10s. 6d. net. 


The Spectator: ‘‘ Mr. W. B. Yeats has spent his life perfecting the sensibility 
which has made this book. It is a masterpiece without blemish, and all one 
can do is to read and revel in the unbroken fugue of its five-hundred pages.” 





NATURAL MAN: A Record from 


Borneo 
By CHARLES HOSE, Hon. Sc.D. With Illustrations 
and Map. 30s. net. 
The Westminster Gazette: ‘‘ The most complete and instructive study we 


have yet had of the people of Borneo and their way of life; and, of course, 
nobody but a man who has lived and worked among them as Dr. Hose has 
done, could have written it.” 





A SHORT HISTORY OF MARRIAGE 


By EDWARD WESTERMARCK, Ph.D. 10s. 6d. net. 
The New Statesman:—Those who had neither the leisure nor the courage 
to face the three volumes of Dr. Westermarck’s monumental History of 
Human Marriage should welcome this shorter monograph.” 





important New Werk on China 


THE VANISHED EMPIRE 
By B. ie rs WEALE. With Illustrations and 
Maps. 15s. net. 


Truth: ‘ This extremely enlightening book, which pilots the reader, with 
exemplary clearness, through the tortuous and bewildering labyrinth of Chinese 
politics.” 





TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES 


By THOMAS HARDY. Illustrated by 41 original 
woodcuts, designed and engraved by VIVIEN GRIBBLE. 
Limited to 1,500 copies. 25s. net. 


The Times Literary Supplement: ‘‘ Her tact in illustration cannot be too 
much admired.” 























PARIS 
By SIDNEY DARK. With 36 drawings by HENRY 
RUSHBURY, A.R.W.S. 25s. net. 


The Sunday Times: ‘‘ Mr. Henry Rushbury’s drawings are polished and 
graceful; they are considerably more than an adornment to the book.” 





A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY 
THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY 


By LAURENCE STERNE. With Coloured Frontis- 
piece and 106 Illustrations reproduced in line, by 
NORAH McGUINNESS. 10s. 6d. net. 


The Times Literary Supplement: “‘ The artist’s touch on her subject is light 
and witty ; and she has known to a nicety how to catch in her own art the play- 
fulness, the unreality of Sterne’s work.” 





THE CROCK OF GOLD 


By JAMES STEPHENS. With 12 Illustrations in 
colour, and headings and tail pieces in black and white, 
by THOMAS MACKENZIE. 2ls. net. 


The Times Literary Supplement: ‘‘ The same happy skill may be seen in 
Mr. Mackenzie’s colour-plates, whether he is doing Caitilin with or without 
Pan and with or without her clothes, or the Thin Woman.” 





Macmillan’s Illustrated Catalogue of Books suitable for 
Presentation post free on application. 





MACMILLAN & CO., LTD., LONDON, W.C.2 
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“Gift” books are an abomination, 
but a book given because it is 
good is the best of all presents. 


Here are some suggestions :— 


Dictionaries 


A DICTIONARY OF MODERN 
ENGLISH USAGE. By H. W. Fowler. 
7/6 net. India paper, 10/- net. 

THE CONCISE OXFORD DICTION- 
ARY. 7/6 net ; India paper, 14/- net. 
THE POCKET OXFORD DICTION- 


ARY. 3/6 net; India paper. 6/- net. 
Anthologies 
THE OXFORD BOOK OF ENGLISH 
VERSE 
THE QXFORD BOOK OF ENGLISH 
PROSE 


THE OXFORD BOOK OF FRENCH 
VERSE. New and enlarged editi:n. 

THE OXFORD BOOK OF EIGH- 
TEENTH CENTURY VERSE 


Each of the above costs 8/6 on ordinary. or 
10/- net on India, paper. There are TEN 
OTHER “ Oxford Books of Verse.” 


A BOOK OF LONGER MODERN 
VERSE. Edited by E. A. Parker. 
3/6 net. 


’A BOOK OF CHRISTMAS VERSE. 
Edited by H.C. Beeching. New Edi- 
tion. 6/- net. 


BORDER BALLADS. With woodcuts 
by Douglas Percy Bliss. 12/6 net. 


Modern Poetrv 


NEW VERSE. By Robert Bridges. 
Second edition with a portrait. 6/- net. 


Poetry by Charles Williams : 
DIVORCE 
POEMS OF CONFORMITY 
WINDOWS OF NIGHT 
5/- net each. 


THE POEMS OF GERARD MANLEY 
HOPKINS. 21/- net. 





Belles Lettres 


“SCENE” by E. Gordon Craig. 25/- net. 
ESSAYS IN BIOGRAPHY. By 
Bonamy Dobree. 12/6 net. 
THE DIARY OF A COUNTRY PAR- 
SON. 2 vols., 12/6 net each. 
THE GORDON RIOTS. By P. de 
Castro. 18/- net. 
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there is only one, with unimportant variations—is no sillier 
than the adult magazine tale, which, again, is always the 
same except for surface novelties. It is so difficult to remem- 
ber that the great majority of children will never get beyond 
the magazine story. As a training for future appreciation 
of the Sheiks, perhaps these tame apparitions do well 
enough. 

One other general criticism before turning to considera- 
tion of particular books: there is far too much talk about 
money. No one minds children discovering treasure in the 
Old Manor House, but surely knowledge of the value of 
objects in pounds, shillings, and pence, and an accurate 
idea of the social hierarchy, might, in mercy, be deferred 
as long as possible. ‘‘ Dick was very proud of his boat, 
though it had only cost his father thirty shillings.””’ Two 
other little wretches remark that the shabby boy in the 
corner of the railway carriage cannot possibly have a first- 
class ticket. He however, turns out to be a baronet, and 
they enjoy, later, the bliss of sailing boats with him in his 
park. There are at least three stories of children who 
catch a burglar. 

Apart from these objections, the Annuals offer good and 
varied fare. ‘‘ The Big Book of Pictures and Stories” 
(Blackie, 6s.) is for children who are still in the stage 
when settling down with a book means dabbing a finger 
more or less on the rabbit and saying ‘‘ Bunny,’’ though 
stories go with the pictures to be read aloud by a grown-up, 
if necessary. ‘‘ The Tiny Folks’ Annual ’’ (Oxford University 
Press, 3s. 6d.) is printed in enormous type as an invitation 
to beginners to read for themselves. ‘‘ Mrs. Strang’s Annual 
for Children *’ (Oxford University Press, 5s.) and ‘‘ Blackie’s 
Annual ”’ (Blackie, 5s.) and ‘‘ The Jolly Book ”’ (Nelson, 5s.) 
are slightly more advanced, and contain a good assortment 
of stories, verse, and pictures. They are rather heavy to 
hold, but excellently adapted for spreading open on the floor. 
‘The Wonder Book ’’ (Ward, Lock, 6s.) keeps up its own 
high standard. ‘*The Prize’? (Wells Gardner, 2s. 6d.), 
though plain and old-fashioned-looking, has a great deal in 
it, and will probably provide entertainment for longer than 
some of the more sumptuous productions. 

Messrs. Faber & Gwyer seem to be making a speciality 
of well-written. and attractively bound children’s books. 
They offer for this Christmas ‘‘ The Dawnchild,’’ by Beryl 
Irving, at 8s. 6d. ; ‘‘ Michael of Ireland,’’ by Anne Casserley, 
5s. ; and *‘ The Moor Folk,”’ by Winifred Simmons, 6s. All 
three are good stories, and the writer of ‘‘ The Moor Folk,” 
in particular, has succeeded in creating an atmosphere 
which should touch the imagination and become a per- 
manent part of that misty, glamorous, general impression 
which is all one retains as an adult of the books that held 
one as a child. ‘‘A Ride on a Rocking-Horse,’ by Ray Garnett 
(Chatto & Windus, 3s. 6d.) has some charming pictures. 
‘* A Cat Book,’’ with verses by E. VY. Lucas, also published 
by Chatto & Windus at 2s. 6d., is illustrated by the creator 
of Felix. ‘‘But We Know Better,’’ by Amabel and C. 
Williams-Ellis (Jonathan Cape, 7s. 6d.), is that rare thing, 
a set of really amusing stories for children. It is illus- 
trated by Clough Williams-Ellis, and has a list at the begin- 
ning of each story of the ‘‘ hard words *’ which occur in it, 
drawn up by two readers aged five and seven and a half 
respectively. ‘‘ The Dog, the Brownie, and the Bramble- 
Patch,’ by Margaret and Mary Baker (Werner Laurie, 


3s. 6d.), has illustrations in silhouette, and an _ excel- 
lent moral. ‘‘ Epaminondas,’’ by Sara Cone Bryant 
(Harrap, &d.), looks too like a school book, limp 


and mud-coloured. One might well be apprehensive of 
finding inside it the French for the various animals 
and birds on the cover. The stories certainly deserved a 
more attractive binding. On the other hand “* The Strange 
Adventures of a Toy Soldier,’’ written and published by 
C. W. Beaumont at 5s., is delightfully produced. The cover 
design—rows of tiny red and blue soldiers, capering in con- 
vincing Army boots, is perhaps the best in the collection. The 
story is delightful, too, and, it is safe to say, remembering 
Hans Andersen, that it will lose nothing with children for 
having a pathetic ending. ‘‘ Clever Bill ’’ (Heinemann, 5s.) is 
another tale about a soldier, byt a cheerful one, written 
and illustrated by William Nicholson, and quite the cleverest 
thing the season affords. The picture of Mary’s Aunt is 
especially pleasing. ‘‘ Tony Sarg’s Alphabet ’’ (Benn, 3s. 6d.) 
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with verses by Anne Stoddard, is a collection of famous per- 
sonalities: C stands for Charlie Chaplin, and so on. ‘ The 
Fables of sop *’ (The Bodley Head, 2s. 6d.) in archaic Eng- 
lish are illustrated by H. Maitland Howard. The coloured 
plates of animals and fishes in the Japanese manner are the 
most successful. Messrs. Dean have published what should 
be a very popular series of doll’s life stories at half-a-crown 
apiece. Each book is shaped like a big doll. ‘t The Orient 
Stencil Book,”’ at 2s., by the same firm, is a good idea, and 


will make a pleasant change from the ordinary painting 
book. 


** DOUBLE, DOUBLE, TOIL AND TROUBLE ” 


Collected Poems. By JAMES STEPHENS. (Macmillan. 10s. 6d.) 

Collected Poems. By WILFRID GIBSON. (Macmillan. 8s. 6d.) 

Collected Poems. By EDWARD SHANKS. (Collins. 7s. 6d.) 

Collected Dramas. By LADY MARGARET SACKVILLE. (Allen & 
Unwin. 5s.) 

Selected Plays and Poems. By CALE YOUNG Rice. (Hodder & 
Stoughton. 25s.) 


The Poetry of Toil. An anthology by DOROTHY WOOLDRIDGE. 

(Faber & Gwyer. 6s.) 

THESE poetic last wills and testaments are too premature 
to be very impressive. We know that a codicil will be added 
yearly or so for a long time to come. Every lustre, every 
decade sees the original documents, revised and re-edited, 
selected or collected, on the reviewer’s table. Our Georgian 
poets are like the Victorian theatrical stars, who announce 
‘“‘ positively their last appearance ’’ with perfect regularity 
every season. However, a man must live, and if the pub- 
lishers will undertake, and the public will purchase, these 
numerous volumes, the reviewer must stifle his groans. Our 
poets work very hard. Mr. Stephens has produced six or 
seven books of verse, Mr. Gibson eight (791 pages in this 
collected edition), Mr. Shanks five, Mr. Cale Rice nine (776 
pages). 

They work very hard, they are sometimes charming ; but 
not one of them (we speak of those under review) is signifi- 
cant in his age. They look back, not forward; they are 
not disgusted or inspired ; they do not beget new forms ; 
they are emotionally out of date. Georgian verse is agree- 
able enough reading in moments of leisure, some of it is 
memorable. But to be out of touch, in an age such as ours, is 
fatal, and, in a poet, indefensible. Fatal, because they have 
rivals, the novelists. What the drama was to the Elizabethan 
age, the sermon to the Jacobean, the letter-writers and 
periodicals to the eighteenth century, and the poets to the 
Vicorian era, the novelists are to us. 

In a recent lecture on the modern novel, Mr. E. M. 
Forster drew a comparison between Marcel Proust as repre- 
sentative of this age, and Dante as the mirror of the Middle 
Ages. Further, he emphasized three senses as characteristic 
of the attitude of the present generation; hope, curiosity, 
and despair. But in the collected poems of Mr. Gibson, of 
Mr. Stephens, of Mr. Shanks, of Mr. Rice, are expressed no 
curiosity, no hope, and no despair. 

They are not emotionally representative ; they can only 
claim to share the delicacy of adjustment and sensibility to 
detail of the age. They are not especially happy or origina) 
in their metre and diction. Indeed, it is in the novel again, 
in ‘‘ Mrs. Dalloway,”’ in ‘‘ All Summer in a Day,” that poetry 
is to be found. 

Of the poets before us James Stephens is an easy first. 
Our indictment applies least to him, for two reasons. First, 
because he has a pure and intense, if limited, lyrical gift ; 
secondly, because he belongs to, and has been inspired by, 
a genuine and contemporary movement, the literary revival 
in Ireland headed by Yeats and chronicled by Moore, which 
followed and corresponds to the P.R.B., and which was 
far more important than the poetic band of Georgian poets 
(Wilfrid Gibson among them), who produced ‘‘ New 
Numbers,”’ could ever have been, even if the war had not 
scattered them, nor their Apollo died in the Agean. 

James Stephens has in some degree the radiance, sim- 
plicity, and power of Blake. Buy his collected poems and 
read ‘‘ The Shell,’’ ‘‘ Sweet Apple ’’ (born of Sappho), ‘‘ The 
End of the Road,’ ‘‘ The Watcher’? (Walter de la Mare 
mode), ‘‘ Fossils”’; and the more Biblical ones, ‘‘ What 
Thomas Said in a Pub” ‘In the Cool of the Evening,” 
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ainting Just Published Demy 8vo. In one Volume. 12s. 6d. net. 
THOMAS CARLYLE 
By MARY AGNES HAMILTON 


BLE ** 4s. 6d. net. . 
In her vivid and independent study of the man himself and his ideas, 
Mrs. Hamilton shows that he is more closely in tune with our modern outlook 


“I have just been looking through a recently published yolume 
which no library, whether in England or America, however modest 
may be its proportions, should be without. It is a History of Eng 
in one volume, by perhaps the most accomplished of our younger 
historians—Mr. George Macaulay Trevelyan.” 

' —Lord Oxford and Asquith, in The Sunday Times. 





ay than with that of his own generation. 
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A PLAYGOER’S WANDERINGS 


By H. M. WALBROOK. 





DRIDGE. 


MONETARY RECONSTRUCTION 
By R. G. HAWTREY. 
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‘*The Fullness of Time.’’ We regret that the sonnets of a 
short sequence, ‘‘ What the Young, Young Man Said to the 
Old, Old’ Man,”’ have been omitted. 

Wilfrid Gibson’s work in the mass gives pleasure and 
commands respect. He does not serve for quotation, and 
his lyrics, unlike his well-known Northumbrian verse 
dramas, suffer from a poverty of language. He is at his 
best in the narrative poems of the 1912 volume, ‘‘ Fires,”’ par- 
- ticularly ‘‘ Flannan Isle "’ and ‘‘ The Hare.’’ On the whole, 
he is less successful—and more derivative—than Masefield, at 
much the same game. 

Edward Shanks is more derivative still, and his models 
are, unfortunately, not, like Rupert Brooke’s, the Elizabethan 
singers and Donne, but the more dangerous and less reward- 
ing John Keats and his Victorian posterity. As an imitator, 
he has not the scholarly technique of Bridges or the classical 
grace of Housman ; he observes and describes, but without 
the Wordsworthian glee. But there must be many people 
who find him an accomplished poet—if there is such a thing. 

Gibson’s peasant dramas are more lively than Lady 
Margaret Sackville’s late-Victorian pieces; the Middle 
Ages seen through Tennysonian spectacles. There are some 
happy images, but the versification is amazingly unsubtle, 
and ‘‘ That would be too dreadful ’’ will hardly support a 
climax in these degraded days. Her verse dramas are, how- 
ever, preferable to the fluent and sentimental outpourings 
of Cale Rice. His definitive edition at twenty-five shillings 
is a mausoleum ; and verse, as it were, a disease, of which 
he is the victim. 

A fitting pendant to this catalogue, representing the toil 
of poetry, is an anthology entitled ‘‘The Poetry of Toil,’’ com- 
piled on a vague plan. The traditional pieces are pleasant, 
but the ‘‘ Machines”’ division contains lamentably few 
things. Wilfrid Gibson comes out well. 


*“STAND AND DELIVER! ” 


A Complete History of the Lives and Robberies of the Most 
Notorious Highwaymen, Footpads, Shoplifts, and Cheats of 
both Sexes. By CAPTAIN ALEXANDER SMITH. Edited by 
ARTHUR L. HAYWARD. (Routledge. 25s.) 

THis handsome volume is a companion to the edition of 

Captain Charles Johnson's ‘‘ General History of the Pirates,"’ 

recently edited by Mr. Hayward for Messrs. Routledge. That 

is to say, it is well bound, admirably printed, and excellently 
illustrated from contemporary prints. 

The Highwayman had at least the chance of being a 
more agreeable rogue than the Pirate. He took, on the 
whole, greater risks; he had less occasion for cruelty, and 
as he usually worked single-handed, he had less temptation 
to treachery. His dependence on his horse almost compelled 
him to be kind to one living thing. Unfortunately, Captain 
Smith is very inferior as a chronicler to Captain Johnson. 
For one thing he is much less accurate ; he interpolates 
several lives which are pure fabrication. It is a greater 
drawback that he is much readier to pander to the hard, 
coarse barbarity, and equally hard jocularity of the eigh- 
teenth century. The dreary catalogue of theft, murder, and 
rape becomes drearier from the artificial gusto of the 
narrator. 

When he has to deal with a really attractive rascal like 
Nevison or Captain Hind—cavaliers of some parts and 
humour—Captain Smith makes little use of his opportunity. 
He is more at home with the infantry of the profession, the 
‘* Footpads, Shoplifts, and Cheats of both Sexes,’’ and is at 
his best in relating the impudent impostures of the so-called 
‘*German Princess’? who had the honour of interesting 
that connoisseur in human frailties, Samuel Pepys. 

With all his defects, he gives, on the whole, a true pic- 
ture of the underworld of his time; the product of a bar- 
barous penal code, and of abominations that made the 
prisons forcing houses of vice. With this side of the medal 
Mr. Hayward deals faithfully in his introduction. 

One of the best points of the book is a full and interest- 
ing dictionary of thieves’ slang; but the whole was well 
worth reprinting, if only as a corrective to the sentimental- 
ized highwaymen of the novelists. Editor and publishers 
‘deserve our thanks. 
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BOOKS FOR THE NATURALIST 


British Birds. Vol. IV. By ARCHIBALD THORBURN. 
16s. ; set, 3 guineas.) 

Forest, Steppe, and Tundra. By MAuD D. HAVILAND. (Cambridge 
University Press. 12s. 6d.) 

A Naturalist at the Zoo. 
10s. 6d.) 

My Dog Simba. By CHERRY KEARTON. 

Reptiles and Amphibians. 
10s. 6d.) 

The Wild Animals of Australasia. By A. S. LE SoOuEF, Harry 
BURRELL, and ELLIS LE G. TROUGHTON. (Harrap. 25s.) 


THE naturalist has indeed a varied fare set before him in this 
autumn’s crop of books. With Vol. IV. Mr. Thorburn com- 
pletes his fine ‘‘ British Birds,’’ which the publishers describe 
as a new edition of his earlier work of the same name, but as 
both plates and letterpress are new this is really a fresh 
book. In this last volume we have the waders, grebes, divers, 
and seabirds, and they are depicted with all that magic of 
the artist’s brush which makes us feel that here we have 
the bird, something more, much more, than a mere record of 
a museum skin. Of course, in a work that contains 192 
plates some are bound to fall below the high level of the 
majority ; for instance, the divers and one or two of the 
seabirds are more open to criticism than the hawks and 
gamebirds of previous volumes, the puffin picture being an 
example. Here the puffin lacks that ‘‘ stand-up-and-face-the- 
world ’’ attitude which is delightfully, comically character- 
istic of this quaint little bird; but then what treats the 
artist does give us—the Arctic skua that is so lifelike that 
one can almost hear it crying, ‘‘ Skua-arr! Skua-arr!”’ in 
a voice like a cat wailing down the wind; the delightful 
snipe and jack snipe ; the black guillemots in company of 
an ivory gull ; the sandwich and common terns ; and many 
others, all so lifelike and alive that they are a joy to look 
upon. 

Quite different in subject and treatment is Mr. Boulen- 
ger’s book, for it is a ‘‘ Who’s Who”’ of the Zoo, and 
describes in an amusing and readable manner the many 
inhabitants of the gardens, their ways and manners, his 
anecdotes being happily illustrated by Mr. Brightwell’s 
etchings, not the least entertaining of which is the frontis- 
piece of ‘‘ George ’’ the mandrill. 

In ‘Forest, Steppe, and Tundra,’’ Mrs. Brindley 
(better known to most of us as Maud Haviland) compares 
the life—animal and botanical—of these exceedingly differ- 
ent regions, with especial reference to the effect of the 
environment. The book, in short, consists of three cecological 
studies. Each subject is a vast one, and though she brings 
great knowledge, wide reading, and much personal observa- 
tion to bear on the task, the trilogy is too big to be handled 
in one book. The first part, devoted to the tropical jungle, 
could only be adequately dealt with in several volumes. In 
consequence, the author’s treatment is encyclopedic, short, 
and terse, so that amid frequent, if necessary, quotation, one 
misses the personal touch and fluent description that was 
such a joy in her earlier books. But in Part II., ‘* The 
Tundra,” describing these vast frozen plains of Siberia, she 
reverts to an easier, delightful, and vivid style, telling us 
of this inhospitable region, its life, and the means by which 
the creatures, big and little, maintain existence and adapt 
themselves to the needs of a land where the subsoil never 
thaws, and summer lasts only for eight to ten short weeks. 
The contrast with the tropical jungle and its teeming life, 
which knows not winter, in indeed dramatic. 

The joint authors of the excellent account of the mam- 
mals of Australia are to be congratulated on their book, 
which gives in a convenient form a concise account of the 
peculiar mammalian fauna of that great continent, and 
brings into prominence some of the striking features of it, the 
preponderance of marsupials, which, as regards evolutionary 
progress, are behind the rest of the world, though in some 
respects paralleling forms found in other quarters of the 
globe, as is shown by the fine photograph of that carnivorous 
beast the marsupial wolf, which is extraordinarily doglike i2 
form, yet is a true marsupial carrying its young in a pouch. 
Evolution working on dissimilar materials has produced 
an outward similarity of result, and that for a commo? 
purpose—the slaying of other animals. 


(Longmans, 
By E. G. BOULENGER. (Duckworth. 


(Arrowsmith. 5s.) 
By THOMAS BARBOUR. (Harrap. 
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iarrap. when old customs and old ways 
THE BANKER’S REPUBLIC again come into their own. 
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Jumping from mammals to reptiles, we have in 
‘‘ Reptiles and Amphibians" a plain and straightforward 
dcecount of a group of creatures that’ cannot be described as 
popular, being the centre of many superstitions and preju- 
dices, yet are really of the greatest interest and fascination. 

Lastly, among this variety of books we come to the 
unpretentious story of ‘‘ My Dog Simba.” Mr. Cherty Kear- 
ton tells how a fox-terrier from the Lost Dogs’ Home 
journeyed far with her new owner, going on hunting and 
photographing trips through Africa, and even upon active 
service, and whose homely name of Pip was changed by the 
rlatives to Simba, the lion slayer, after she had grabbed the 
beast by the tail and held on until one of them crept up and 


lion. 
speared the lio FRANCES PITT. 


THE FLOWER OF JOURNALISM 


Certain People of importance. By A. G. GARDINER. (Cape. 


12s. 6d.) 


As time goes on raising the level of the mass-intelligence, it 
Would seem that the need for prophets, priests, and kings 
rhust gradually disappear altogether. In the world of letters 
this may very well portend that, instead of scanning the 
horizon for new Dantes, new Shakespeares, we shall have to 
look to journalism’ for our literature im that day. Asa 
journalist, Mr. A. G. Gardiner is surely a foretaste of that 
énviable eta. For him journalism is, indéed; an art worthy 
of only his best./There is not a portrait in this gallery of 
‘important " men that is not drawn with a delicacy, a sense 
of the values of words, and a vividness rare as yet, but 
prophetic, let us hope, of -¥ day when to be a journalist 
fhall no longer be a bye-word,/ 

= Mr. eusainer count that these sketches; which he has 
collected from various periodicals, ‘* sum up, successfully or 
otherwise, movements as’ welt as characters.” Thatisa@ con- 
giderable claim and a trifle unnecessary. We are too near 
as yet to the movement that has made an idol, say, of 
Charles Chaplin, successfully to sum it up. We can but 
paint the man and hazard the place history will eventually 
accord him. Indeed, it is not for their historical value that 
we take such pleasure in Mr. Gardiner’s portraits, but for 
the way in which they make those men and women in whom 
We are all naturally interested live and move before us. 
And that is excuse enough; for thereby théy enrich our 
éxperience ; and that is the measure of them as art. They 
are dramatic ; they show no mean range of knowledge among 
things of everyday life ; and often they touch larger issues 
than they at first suggest. Mr. Gardiner’s accuracy is hardly 
in question: ‘‘ it has been my fortune,’’ he writes, ‘** to see 
much of most of the men who have played the great parts on 
the stage of the world in the last twenty-five years"’: and 
he has an intellectual honesty that would as soon prevent 
him from extenuating the truth as from setting down aught 
in malice. His range is wide enough to set us wondering 
that any one man’s imaginative insight should be capable 
of probing characters so diverse, and not infrequently he 
exhibits the power of laying the character bare in a single 
sentence. Thus, of Ramsay MacDonald he writes, ‘‘ he does 
not easily forgive thosé who have done him the dishonour of 
disagreeing with him’’; of Mr. Baldwin, ‘‘ he means well 
but is not always clear as to what he means”’ ; and of Sir 
William Joynson-Hicks, ‘‘ the soil of his mind is meagre and 
his tongue outruns his judgment.” 

Tolerance is not always a virtue, and we could find 
more stinging things to say of Lord Birkenhead than a 
reference to ‘‘ his somewhat blatant and superficial prag- 
matism,"’ or of ** Jix"’ than that ‘* he does not belong to the 
serious drama of affairs, but to the comedy stage, and his 
réle has been allotted to him in the genial and festive name 
which the public has, not without affection as well as 
derision, bestowed upon him.” But it is not in Mr. Gardiner 
te-be impolite. Occasionally, too (as in the sketch of the 
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Prince of Wales), he is too apt to wag a premonitory finger 
from the pulpit. But this is to cavit at good fare. If only one 
could bélieve that the day was at hand when any bundfé 
journalism might be gathéréd into so fine and illuminating 
a book! 


TWO CRITICS 
Essays on Litérature and Life. By A. CLUTTON-BROCK. (Methuen, 
6s.) 
On Writing and Writers. By SrR WALTER RALEIGH. (Arnold. 6s.) 


THESE books contain a last selection from the literary 
remains of two critics who enjoyed constderable popularity, 
which they probably owed to the fact that, while their out- 
looks differed widely, they were both mainly concerned with 
relating literature to life. Sir Walter Raleigh was, at he 

a man of action. Clutton-Brock, on the other hand, val 
kind of literary theologian, for whom “life” signified the 
attainment’ of harmony with the “‘ absdlute,”” and had as 
its goal s me final ‘perfection—if not in this world, then iq 
«nother. In a long satirical poem, which is appended to thé 
yresent volume, and which reveals him in a new vein, he 
expresses his faith in personal immortality. Hell, however, 
is pictured not as a place of torment, but as a staté of néga: 
tive punishment; in which the narrow and compldcent soul 
remains content with its own poverty, and misses, without 
realizing its loss, the hetitagé won’ by souls whose aspirations 
on earth have created their own capacity for heaven. This, 
in outline, is a familiar conception of the future lifé. 
Clutton-Brock differs from most ‘ intéléttuals ” im strédsh 
the importance of spiritual devélopment, and from m 
theologians in contending that intellect and the estheti¢ 
facultiés have a vital part to play in thé schémé of pérsonil 
salvation. He was prédccupied with trying to unify 
‘beauty’ and ‘ goodness.” Further attempts at this 
reconciliation are made in his last volume, and the essay 
on ‘‘ Puritanism and Art "’ is in especial an ingenious piéée 
of constructive analysis. For ourselves, however, we pré 
the author in the lighter mood reflected in ‘‘ The Pleas 
of Reading Biographies,” though, perhaps, the most striking 
contribution to the book is ‘‘ The Problem of Wordsworthi” 
Remarking upoh the poet’s lack of thé fallér and lustiér 
kind of music; Clutton-Brock trates’ its absente to’ the f 
of Wordsworth’s having had in Paris an illegitimate chil 
and afterwards associating that épisode in his mind wii 
his disappointment at the failure of the French Revolution :— 


“T do not believe that he was silent from’ hypocrisy 
fear. Rather, I conjecture, it was the tenderest part of 
wound never quite healed; and that, without design, 
spoke of it as little as possible. It had beem his owr perso ] 
revolutionary act, and, so that hé might keep sané, he hi 
torn all the revolutionary part of his mind away; he wo 





trust no longer in the natural goodness of man or the natu 


kindness of the universe. Shelley ... did not know th 
Wordsworth had once tempted Nature’s deepest bliss, t é 
it had not been his drift from the first to be a kind of mo 
eunuch, that all ecstacy, all voluptuous abandonment, bo 
of spirit and of sense, were for him fatally connected wi 
the great conflict and disappointment of his life. He h 
been in ‘love, not only with one woman, but with t 
universe, and had been jilted.” 


Sir Walter Raleigh's book was not intended by him for 
publication, but has been compiled from his notes for @ 
series of contemplated lectures on the writer's craft, om 
letters and letter-writing, and on the Victorian poets and 
essayists. These lectures were to have been ‘‘ strictly oral.” 
It was, however, Raleigh’s custom ‘to put his thought 
into an aphorism, to elaborate an illustration, or to 
the outline of a situation or character, and out of such wind! 
falls and scattered generosities this book has been made.” | 
What we have here, indeed, are less the author’s litera 3 
judgments than the lighter reflections upon life in general, 
with which he was wont to punctuate his criticism 
Inevitably, the volume lacks the importance of his othe 
published works. But, epigrammatic, shrewdly observa nt, 
and at once caustic and charitable, it will be found te offe 
very pleasant bedside reading. 
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